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Burgundy's Côte d'Or (Gold Coast) refers to the 
chain of hills west of the Saône river valley in 
eastern France and includes Côte de Nuits and 
Côte de Beaune. The less prestigous wine districts 
of Côte Chalonnaise and Mâconnais lie to the 
south.

For Burgundy wine, Grand Cru is the highest 
classification and Premier Cru (1er Cru) is the 
second-highest classification, below which are the 
basic village AOCs (appellation d'origine contrôlée).

“Cru” indicates a named and legally defined 
vineyard which grows on a reputed terroir and 
implies good quality. The term Cru is used within 
classifications in Bordeaux and Burgundy.

A monopole ("monopoly" in French) is an area 
controlled by a single winery (wine company) and 
can be as small as a vineyard or as large as an 
entire AOC, such as Bordeaux or Champagne.
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E – Early maturing and accessable
Bold vintages in tasting
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